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Spring/Summer  2019 

Goose Spruce Up 
Longtime Crex Meadows donor aids in improvement in trail to center 

By: Tim Spielman, FOC Board Secretary  

 Once again, a flock of bright, yellow geese are 

leading visitors to the Crex Meadows Visitor Center. 

This past October, this particular flock was pointed 

north, a series of geese painted on Grantsburg village 

roads from State Road 70 – the main travel corridor 

through the village – first on W. Olson Drive and S. Pine 

Streets, through downtown, north on N. Oak Street, to 

Benson, to N. Pine, and, eventually, to Crex Meadows. 

 Friends of Crex has a longtime member and vol-

unteer to thank for the shiny new group of ganders. 

 Don Anderson, of Grantsburg, who’s been a FOC 

member for more than 30 years, noted that the current 

flock of painted geese, in place for a number of years, 

had begun to fade.  

 “I just wanted to paint the geese,” Anderson 

said. “It was time.” 

 Friends of Crex members eventually met with 

representatives of the Grantsburg Revitalization Opera-

tion, which specializes in, among other things, cosmetic 

improvements in the village. With a $700 donation from 

Anderson on behalf of the FOC, the GRO put the plan 

into motion. 

 In early October, new and improved geese were 

sporadically dotting a series of streets from the south 

end of town to the north, where the Crex center is lo-

cated. 

 The goose-painting project was one of a number 

that Anderson supports both financially and through 

promotion. Among them are land acquisition and a 

mess hall project that’s been in the works for years. 

 “It’s all good stuff,” Anderson said. 

 Anderson has immersed himself as an FOC 

member in the mess hall project, which could see build-

ing activity begin this year. He’s invested personal time 

in seeing that the project comes to fruition – even more 

of that time following the deaths of his wife, Lucy, in 

March 2017, and his dog, Happy, in December of that 

year. He’s purchased memorial bricks for both, and 

they’re right outside the Crex center’s entrance. 

 
Continued on page 9 

Don Anderson hanging out at the Visitor Center 
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Adopt-A-Trail Program 

Starting this Spring, the Friends of Crex will be taking applications and requests for the new        

Adopt-A-Trail program! 

This program is an opportunity for conservation-minded, outdoor-loving individuals to sponsor a sec-

tion of Crex Meadows, Fish Lake, or Amsterdam Sloughs by volunteering to conduct routine mainte-

nance and help keep our wildlife areas looking their best. 

 

Individuals or groups may adopt a road, trail, or a series of parking lots that they will pledge to 

monitor throughout the year. Participants may:  

- Collect litter and perform minor trail maintenance 

- Assist with the control of invasive species (not required) 

- Record and report to Glacial Lake Grantsburg staff of any major or hazardous trail obstructions. 

- Properly dispose of recyclable materials. 

- Gather and return any “lost and found” items to the Crex Meadows Wildlife Education & Visitor 

Center. 

Adopt-A-Trail Application 

Name(s): ____________________________________________________ 

E-mail: ______________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________ 

Phone Number: _______________________________________________ 

Location Preferences:   

 1st Choice: ______________________________2nd Choice: ______________________________________ 

I, ____________________, pledge to monitor and maintain my area at least twice per season (once a month is 

preferred), and make regular reports to staff at Crex Meadows. 

Signature: ______________________________________________________ 

**Crex staff will be in contact with you to confirm your location, send you important information, and send you a lia-

bility waiver to sign. Please wait to hear from us before you begin! 
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Please see the website to confirm events! 

Learn to Hunt Turkey 
Friday, April 5            4:30 pm– 8:30 pm 
(Hunt portion determined by mentor/hunter) 
 
Event welcomes novice adult and youth hunters. The 
WDNR encourages friends or families to sign up that 
have no hunting connection. No license is required and 
since novices will be hunting with a mentor; hunter edu-
cation requirements are waived. Equipment will be pro-
vided if needed. Pre-registration is required. Bunkhouses 
available to participants. 

Annual Midwest Volunteer Crane Count 
Training          Friday, April 12 from 6:00-7:00 pm 
Count                   Saturday, April 13 at 5:30 am 
 
Help to count cranes throughout wildlife areas in Burnett 
County. Tally sheets will be collected. Snacks will be pro-
vided after the count. Pre-registration required, contact: 
Deb Larsen,  via email: dlarsen@hazelden.org or 715-483-
9603. 

Birding Tours 
Fridays, May 3, 17  and June 14, 28         8:00 am– 10:00 am 
 
Come to Crex Meadows this spring for a series of property tours in 
search of migrating birds! All ages welcome. Binoculars available. 

Spring Festival 
Saturday, May 18                         7:00 am – 3:00 pm 
 
This festival is an opportunity for wildlife enthusiasts to celebrate the 
arrival of spring at one of the largest state owned wildlife areas in 
Wisconsin. Enjoy a guided bird tour, management tours, songbird 
banding, a wild edibles class, a lunch, activities for kids, and more! 
Also join area birders in documenting any birds seen on May 18 on 
our 270 bird species checklist! Some events require pre-registration. 

Crex Exploration Club  
Mondays: June 10, 17, 24                  10:00 am– 12:00 pm 
 
Join us for a series of wildlife exploration programs this 
spring and summer! Each date will focus on a different 
theme, and there will be outdoor activities when weath-
er permits. Ages 8-12 

Little Wildlifers 
Mondays: June 10, 17, 24           1:00 pm– 2:00 pm 
 
Families are offered a chance to discover wildlife through stories, 
songs, hands-on activities, games, crafts, and snacks. Little Wildlif-
ers is a free, no-registration, no-obligation program that encour-
ages families to get out and enjoy nature. Dress for the weather. 
Ages 2 – 8. 

Grantsburg Library Program 
April 10, May 8, June  date TBD       10:30 am-11:30 am 
 

Come to the Grantsburg Library on Wednesday morn-
ings for a special program with Wildlife Educator, Lauren 
Finch. Kids will get to hear stories, do crafts, and partici-
pate in wildlife related activities! 

Explore Bowhunting 
June 26-28 and July 2 &3                                     12:00 pm—3:00 pm 
 
Have you ever wanted to learn how to hunt with a bow? Now is 
your chance! Crex is offering a bow hunting workshop in June & 
July! Learn about equipment, shooting basics, ethics, safety, and 
more! Pre-registration required. Ages 12-17.  

Balsam Lake Library Program 
Tuesday, June 25          10:30 am– 11:30 am 
 
Come to the Grantsburg Library on Wednesday mornings for a 
special program with Wildlife Educator, Lauren Finch. Kids will get 
to hear stories, do crafts, and participate in wildlife related activi-
ties! 

If you would like more information, to register for a program, or to 

set up a private program, please contact:  

Lauren Finch, Natural Resources Educator  

at Lauren.finch@wisconsin.gov or 715-463-2739 
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Welcoming our Newest Board Member 

By: Paul Stoll, FOC Board Member 

  Hello, my name is Paul Stoll and I am 

delighted to be a part of the Friends of Crex Board of 

Directors. More on that later, but first a little 

background. I grew up in Rice Lake, and as a kid and a 

young adult I hunted ducks and grouse in the area 

where Voyagers Village is located. In college (1972), I 

hunted at Crex a couple of times. Those were the days 

when the boat landing at Phantom Lake was at the 

south lookout, and the water was significantly deeper. 

As a creature of habit, I continued to go back to my 

old haunts until the late 1980’s. By that time, I lived in 

Apple Valley, MN, and Crex wasn’t far away.  

 I studied Crex on an early September scouting 

trip in 1988, and at that time the topography was the 

same as it is today. There were lots of geese, a few 

cranes, deer, bears, and many species of ducks. My 

yellow lab, Kitty, and I loved it, and I have been 

hunting ducks, grouse, woodcock, and sharptails there 

ever since. 

 I really enjoy observing migrating ducks in the 

spring as well. My wife and I would spend a weekend 

as near to ice out as possible, and head to Grantsburg 

to observe all of the activity. We could see drakes in 

their bragging finery, goldeneyes poking rivals in the 

belly from underneath the water, courtship flights, 

the sky dance of the woodcock or the strutting of the 

sharp-tailed grouse, and of course, the cranes. We’ve 

seen the rise in the eagle population and the 

countless other spring sights that Crex has to offer.  

 I could tell countless stories about hunts, 

observations, and once-in-a-lifetime events that I 

have seen in the meadows. Eventually I decided to 

contribute. I first became an FOC member, then a life 

member, then purchased a few bricks to honor family, 

friends, and pets. Two of my dogs, the earlier 

mentioned Kitty and Annie, are “buried” here. I then 

began volunteering at the front desk in the Visitor 

Center, which ended up being a unique experience, 

too. There are lots of visitors with all kinds of stories.  

 A particularly interesting spring story, that 

shows the kind of people that visit the area, goes like 

this: 

Continued on page 5 
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I try to arrive at Crex early to tour the property before 

starting work, so that I can tell visitors where they 

might see wildlife. One Saturday, there was a Sworski 

spotting scope set up on Phantom Lake Road when I 

drove by. I figured whoever left it would notice it was 

missing soon, so I left it and went to work. Several 

times, someone who came in to the Visitor Center 

would tell us about the expensive scope, and I said I 

was sure the owner would be back. At about 2:30 pm, 

we got a call from a rather panicked man from 

LaCrosse who had been there early that day. He was 

already back home, and while unpacking noticed that 

the scope was not there. I retrieved it and stored it so 

that he could pick it up the next day. The man ended 

up giving the Friends of Crex a nice donation, and I was 

left wondering where else you could go that a few 

thousand dollars worth of equipment left unattended 

would still be there.  

 One of the joys of my Crex experience has been 

meeting the employees. Whether they were working a 

fire, repairing a dike, or working in the office, I’ve 

never had anything but a good experience. The same 

was true with the weekend volunteers and the various 

Friends of Crex members I’ve been lucky enough to 

encounter.  

 All of these things have led me to a couple of 

conclusions. 1. It was easy to say “yes” when invited to 

consider joining the board, and 2. I will volunteer as 

much as possible, even living in the Twin Cities, and I 

encourage all of you reading this to consider it too.  

 Thank you all for letting me serve. 

Volunteer Needs 

The Friends of Crex are in need of more dedicated volunteers! There are currently two  

“projects” that we are seeking help with: 

 

1. Managing the educational prairie  in front of the Crex Meadows Wildlife Education & Visitor Center 

• Identify and mark native plants in the prairie 

• Attempt to keep invasive species out of the area 

 

2.   Staffing the font desk on weekends and when needed during the week 

• Work a 10:00 am– 4:00 pm shift on a Saturday or a Sunday 

• Run the cash register for Bog Shoe Gift Shop purchases 

• Give out wildlife viewing and property information to visitors 

• Make sure brochure racks are full  

• Keep the Visitor Center presentable throughout the day 
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 Grouse hunters went into the 2018 season with 

questions.  The 2017 season had been surprisingly 

terrible, where had the birds gone?  Talk of West Nile 

virus wiping out the birds was common.  The DNR was 

considering shortening the season.  Would we find any 

birds in our favorite spots? 

 Happily, the answer was apparent about twenty 

minutes into my first Crex grouse hunt in 2018.  It was 

the end of September and we hunted in the morning for 

the cooler temps.  This was one of my go-to Crex spots, 

and I brought all four of my furry friends along to help 

find birds.  I followed a semi-cleared trail while the dogs 

investigated the wood line.  I almost stepped on the 

first bird of the year, as it was feeding in the trail and, 

because the dogs were in the woods, it was not 

detected.  Probably a young of the year, but here was 

evidence at least one survived!  Over the next two 

hours we found a couple more singles (again, in the trail 

where I was not expecting them), then a point by Hattie 

toward the end of the hunt resulted in a big racket as 

seven grouse flushed from the same bush.  Obviously a 

family unit, and a sign that the grouse population might 

be OK. 

 I never fired a shot during that first hunt; I find 

many ways to make grouse hunting difficult.  Those 

seven grouse surprised me, no shot.  The grouse in the 

trail all surprised me, no shot.  I bought a new 20 gage 

side-by-side shotgun for grouse hunting this year.  The 

safety on this gun is very different than my trusty 870, 

so multiple grouse and woodcock that presented shots 

were the beneficiary of me forgetting this was a 

different gun and almost dislocating my finger trying to 

pull a trigger that would not move.  One hunt in 

November featured Hattie pinning a running grouse in 

the corner of a small clearing.  The bird would not flush.  

I knew the flush was imminent and took a final half step 

to perfectly position myself, stepped in a hole and 

stumbled.  The noise of me falling flushed the bird.  I 

rushed my shot and missed by about 3 feet.  Always 

new ways to make it difficult. 

 A unique memory of 2018 for us was coming 

across a wolf-killed deer, so fresh it was only partly 

eaten and still steaming warm.  As I stood there looking 

at it, I realized all the dogs were out in the brush 

hunting birds around the kill site.  I also realized that the 

wolves were likely nearby and watching all of us, an 

eerie feeling.  With that, I summoned all the dogs via 

their e-collars and hurried down the trail to put some 

distance between us and the kill.  When I returned on 

that trail a couple hours later the doe was almost 

completely consumed. 

 We had a memorable Christmas Eve hunt.  The 

swampy areas had finally frozen and the dogs and I 

spent an enjoyable afternoon poking around the edges 

of cover we had not been able to access when the 

water was liquid.  We were not finding much, but were 

enjoying the afternoon.  As the sun started to set, Hattie 

found a grouse that flushed across a clearing.  I dropped 

the bird, then paused, grateful for the moment, the fun 

hunt and the bird that would become a gourmet meal 

in the near future.  We drove home with the sunset, 

where the dogs went into their crates to dream about 

grouse and I headed for the cities for traditional 

December 24 festivities. 

 The Christmas Eve grouse was lightly hit (mostly 

because I am a bad shot), so I opted to pluck the bird 

and roast it whole, with the skin on.  I used a Hank Shaw 

recipe, which involves brining the bird for 8 hours 

(water, salt, bay leaves, juniper and sugar), then letting 

A Great 2018 Crex Grouse Season  

By: Mike Cole, FOC Vice President 

Continued on page 7 
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it dry uncovered in the fridge for a day to help crisp up 

the skin.  Roast at 500 degrees for 15 minutes, baste 

with butter, then 30 minutes at 350.  Thigh meat should 

be about 160 degrees to be safe.  The end result was 

like a really good roast chicken, but with a touch of that 

woodsy funk that lets you know you are eating wild!  A 

fitting tribute to the 2018 Crex grouse season.  

 

 The Crex Visitor Center was transformed into 

the epicenter of fine dining in Burnett County for a cou-

ple hours during the evening of February 22.  The annu-

al Crex Game Feed featured such delights as: 

 

 1. Bacon-Wrapped Manitoba Mallard Morsels 

 2. Upland Nuggets 

       3. Crex Mex Thunder Chicken (Ruffed Grouse) Soup 

 4. BBB (beer-butter-basted) Venison Backstrap 

 5. Pheasant Kaesepatzle 

 6. Paprika Venison 

 7. Wood Duck Stuffed Mushrooms  

  (judged best overall dish!) 

 8. Wild Turkey Breast Barbecue 

 9. Phantom Ridge Buck  

  (“Breaking an 18 Year Jinx”) 

 10. Two different local Apple Crisp deserts 

 

 

 This year, Paul Petersen won the bragging rights 

for best dish, but next year it could be you.  Even 

though a winner is selected by all participants casting a 

vote, winning is not the main point.  The focus is to 

show off the tasty things from “around here” while so-

cializing over a whistle-wetter or two.  The recipes don’t 

have to be wild game, anything “grown, harvested or 

gathered” is welcome.  So wild rice, blueberries or gar-

den-grown vegetables work too.   

 Watch for word about the 2020 event (usually 

about the same time every year) and start thinking 

about gathering the ingredients for your recipe! 

 

 

Taste of Crex 

By: Mike Cole, FOC Vice President 
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Friends of Crex, Inc. Assets 
By Fund: 12/31/2017 12/31/2018 YTD Change 

Endowment Fund CD's          143,094.55         145,615.20           2,520.65  

Vanguard        1,060,973.25         989,506.63       (71,466.62) 

Edward Jones          352,087.05        376,488.96         24,401.91  

Checking          15,594.33          198.78       (15,395.55) 

Total Endowment      1,571,749.18     1,511,809.57     (59,939.61) 

Land Acquisition Fund Checking            18,214.85       38,713.70         20,498.85  

Mess Hall Fund CD       96,390.63     97,455.31           1,064.68  

CD    50,000.00     51,250.00          1,250.00  

Checking      43,938.54      75,042.26         31,103.72  

Total Mess Hall   190,329.17     223,747.57        33,418.40  

General Fund Checking    59,606.95      20,781.95       (38,825.00) 

Grants/Other Funds Checking    1,810.58     10,861.67         9,051.09  

Donated Stock   10,395.86                     -         (10,395.86) 

Bog Shoe Store Inventory       20,266.56        18,974.59        (1,291.97) 

Properties Owned by FOC  315,000.00      366,168.97       54,863.97  

TOTAL ASSETS  $ 2,187,373.15   $ 2,191,058.02   $ 3,684.87  

Friends of Crex Board of Directors 2018-2019 

  President:    Dick Sandve, Minneapolis, MN 

  Vice President:   Mike Cole, Grantsburg, WI 

  Secretary:    Tim Spielman, Siren, WI 

  Board Members:   Sarah Busch, Grantsburg, WI 

      Dave Evenson, Cumberland, WI 

      Paul Stoll, Apple Valley, MN 

Friends of Crex Mission:    

To support and assist the Wisconsin DNR with wildlife management and wildlife   

   conservation education at the Crex Meadows Complex. 

Financial report submitted by Jim Jackson, DNR Financial Specialist.  
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Friends of Crex Membership Renewal Form 

MEMBER INFORMATION   New Member_______ Renewal________Gift Membership_______ 

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City _____________________________________________________________ State ________ ZIP _________________ 

Telephone _______________________________________ E-mail ____________________________________________ 

(Mailing lists and emailing list are not shared with other organizations. They are only used to send updates on wildlife and other 

happenings at Crex Meadows.) 

MEMBERSHIP LEVEL   1 Year  2 Year  5 Year 

   Individual: $15.00  $25.00  $60.00 

Family:  $22.00  $35.00  $80.00 

  Patron:  $55.00  $100.00 $225.00 

  Life:  One time charge of $350.00 OR $120.00/year for 3 years. 

 Anderson said he believes there remain a num-

ber of people in the area who’ve yet to visit Crex Mead-

ows. He said he hopes more advertising and promotion 

will draw a greater number of visitors to the state wild-

life area. 

 Anderson worked for 32 years at Andersen Win-

dows in Bayport, Minn., retiring in 1999. He served on 

the Friends of the Crex board of directors for six years in 

the early 2000s upon moving to the area in 2002. 

 He’s also a member of the Crex Meadows Chap-

ter of Ducks Unlimited, the Grantsburg American Legion 

Post 185, and The Forty and Eight, a society of American 

veterans and service members. 

The yellow geese (shown in the top picture) on 

the roads in the Village of Grantsburg have been 

helping visitors find Crex Meadows for decades.  
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 I am very excited to have joined the Crex team 

as a Wildlife Technician. I have become familiar with 

much of Crex Meadows while working as a Forestry 

Tech out of the Grantsburg Ranger Station for the last 

two and a half years. And my experience and career 

goals have lead me to this position. So when the oppor-

tunity came available for transfer, I went for it.  

 I grew up in north central Illinois, where a good 

family friend sparked my interests in the outdoors 

when he recruited me to help with his prairie restora-

tion. That, along with several years of boy scouts, camp-

ing, hunting and trapping set me on my path to North-

land College.  Northland really fostered my love for the 

Northwoods, and I earned a BS degree in Natural Re-

source Management. I also met my wife, Leiah, while at 

college, and we married in 2012 in Iowa. That was not 

before several years moving around chasing jobs and 

experience in the natural resources field.  

 After college, I worked for The Nature Conserv-

ancy, in Nebraska, as a seed harvester for their prairie 

restoration efforts. Soon after, I took a job in Iowa with 

the DNR and Pheasants Forever working at their Prairie 

Resource Center propagating, harvesting, and planting 

native local origin seed for the state, as well as a great 

deal of prescribed burning and assisting with wildlife 

surveys. After that, I went to work for the Cerro Gordo 

County Conservation Board in north central Iowa doing 

native vegetation work in the right of way. I was then 

finally able to get a job near my, what was soon to be, 

wife in Iowa City as the Property Stewardship Specialist 

for the Bur Oak Land Trust. There, I oversaw and man-

aged the trust’s owned and easement properties. I also 

worked for an ecological restoration company and a 

prescribed burn company while I was there.  

 My wife growing up in Wisconsin, as well as our 

fond memories of our time here led us back in 2016. 

We recently bought an old farm house after 2 long 

years of looking, and Leiah finally finding a job in the 

area. When not fixing up the 1914 house, I enjoy 

hunting, fishing, trapping and playing farmer with my 

wife raising sheep, horses, pigs, chickens, and honey 

bees.  

 I am thrilled to be working here at Crex and am 

thankful there is such a great friends group here to help 

make what we do here possible. I look forward to 

getting to know you all and the area better. 

Meet New Staff at Crex! 

By: Jake Hart, Wildlife Technician 
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Changes at the Visitor Center 

Due to a decreasing number of volunteers and limited staff availability, the Crex Meadows Wildlife 
Education & Visitor Center will not be open every weekend from April to October.  

Below is the schedule of open weekends for April-June.  

APRIL 

MAY 

JUNE 
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Thank you! Donations and Memberships 

August 15, 2018-March 15, 2019 

General Fund 

$10-$99 

Anderson, Sue 

Handberg, Ron 

Mercil, Diane (Dan Lien Me-

morial) 

Fahlman, Diane (honor of 

Max Malmquist) 

$100-$499 

Olsen, Scott & Judith 

Burlison, Diana 

Grantsburg Eye Associates 

(Lucy Hartwell memorial) 

Griffin-Vincent, Lisa & Spec-

tor, Matthew 

Dixen, David 

Kingman, Joseph 

Johnston, Sherwood & Ma-

her, Laurita Urbrock 

$500-$999 

Adams, Alberta 

VDD Dog Group– Nick 

Mostek 

Anderson, Don (painted 

goose funds) 

$1000-$4999 

Ahlgren, Janet 

Parker Hannifin Corp. 

 

Endowment Fund 

$10-$99 

Schwartz, Michael 

$100-$499 

Stoll, Paul 

Fox, Jim & Stephanie 

Bergquist, Jon 

$500-$999 

Reed, Norman (Memorial 

brick for Norma Reed) 

$1000-$4999 

Malmquist, Max 

Levin, Ross & Bridget 

 

Land Fund 

$10-$99 

Cole, Mike (Wayne Erickson 

memorial) 

Kull, Barb (Alice Schroeder 

memorial) 

Bader, Eldon & Shirley 

$100-$499 

Stoll, Paul 

Janke, Michael 

$500-$999 

Gilliland, Gail 

Evans, David & Joyce 

$1000-$4999 

McNally, Jerry & JoLouise 

Prokosch, Michael 

Petraske, Gretchen 

$5000-$9999 

Arthur, May Kay 

Robinson, Kathryn 

Swedberg, Lon & Ellen 

$10,000+ 

Malmquist, Max 

 

Mess Hall Fund 

$10- $99 

WDNR Trapper Education 

Evrard, Jim & Shirley (Bill 

Hunt memorial) 

$100-$499 

Fara, Dan & Nancy 

Stoll, Paul 

Isaacson, Sue 

Crex Invitational Waterfowl 

Hunt 

$500-$999 

Evrard, Jim & Shirley 

$1000-$4999 

Lynch, Jim 

$10,000+ 

Anderson, Don 

 

 

New Members 

Buczynski, Wendy 

Anderson, Tom 

Schulze, Brett 

Mack, Karla 

Tucker Family (Duke, Roxy, 

Hope & Olivia) 

Sippel, John & Gladi 

Hawley, Julie 

Hawley, Liz 

Life Members 

Wisherd, Scott & Jeanette 

Scherzer, Cynthia & Hel-

quist, John 

Graham, John 

Roland, Jeffrey 

Spielman, Tim 

 

Friends of Crex 

102 E Crex Ave 

Grantsburg, WI 54840 


