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Spring/Summer 2020 

A Rare Sighting 
By: Emily Kowalke, DNR Wildlife Technician and Visitor Services Associate 

 The whooping crane (Grus americana) is one of 

North America’s rarest bird species. Whooping cranes 

are normally about five feet tall and weigh 15-17 

pounds. They are the tallest birds found in North Ameri-

ca. The cranes were almost extirpated from the conti-

nent in 1941 with only 16 birds remaining. These birds 

continually encounter challenges which contribute to 

their decline such as loss and degradation of freshwater 

wetland habitats, sea-level rise, predation, low genetic 

diversity, collisions with powerlines, nest disturbance, 

and illegal shootings. Efforts have been made to restore 

the population with some success, but the species is still 

listed as federally endangered. Currently, there are 826 

wild and captive whooping cranes in the world. An esti-

mate from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, in 2015, 

claims 95 of those 826 whooping cranes breed in Wis-

consin. All of the cranes in the eastern population are 

banded and tracked by the Whooping Crane Eastern 

Partnership. In July, of 2019, one of these cranes gave 

northwest Wisconsin something to Whoop about! 

Crane W7-17 was spotted in Burnett county (just north 

of Highway 70) by a local wildlife photographer. A large 

photo lens was used to read the numbers on the band.  

After a little research, it was determined this whooping 

crane was a female crane hatched at the Necedah Na-

tional Wildlife Refuge in 2017. W7-17 spent most of au-

tumn either at Crex Meadows Wildlife Area or Fish Lake 

Wildlife Area. Birders and wildlife viewers came from all 

around to catch a glimpse of the rare bird. W7-17 was 

often seen roosting with the Sandhill Cranes in the wild-

life refuge at Crex Meadows. The refuge is not accessi-

ble to the public. However, driving around the refuge, 

on designated roadways, may just offer you a glimpse 

into the lives of some of Wisconsin’s rarest wildlife. In 

late October, W7-17 started her journey south to win-

tering grounds. She has been seen the last two winters 

at Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge in Alabama. 
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Friends of Crex Membership Renewal Form 

MEMBER INFORMATION   New Member_______ Renewal________Gift Membership_______ 

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City _____________________________________________________________ State ________ ZIP _________________ 

Telephone _______________________________________ E-mail ____________________________________________ 

(Mailing lists and emailing list are not shared with other organizations. They are only used to send updates on wildlife and 

other happenings at Crex Meadows.) 

MEMBERSHIP LEVEL   1 Year  2 Year  5 Year 

   Individual: $15.00  $25.00  $60.00 

Family:  $22.00  $35.00  $80.00 

  Life:  One time charge of $350.00 OR $120.00/year for 3 years. 

 Dick Sandve, your FOC President from 2016-

2019, has led us well to where we are at this point. 

Among his board’s many accomplishments, was guid-

ing us toward the completion of a new Mess Hall. This 

dream finally looks like it will be reality in Fall 2020. 

 A bit about me- I served as Area DNR Wildlife 

Manager out of Cumberland for 20 years, starting in 

1983. In that role, I went to some of the FOC organiza-

tional meetings, before there was an established FOC! I 

was smart enough to sign up as a charter Life Member 

early- as I recall the cost then was only $100. Although, 

that was back when $100 was real money. I'm guessing 

my membership number might be in the single digits, 

certainly in the double digits. 

 During the rest of my career and retirement, 

I've been somewhat involved, although not what you 

would call a super active member. A couple of years 

ago I was asked to serve on the board and I agreed, 

and I'm glad I did. 

 My wife Shirley Anne and I have an adult 

daughter in Texas, and we still live in Cumberland. My 

hobbies include many you might expect- duck hunting, 

year round pan fishing, wild ricing, maple syrup mak-

ing, and wood working. They also include a couple you 

wouldn't guess, including acting and directing in local 

theater, and singing and song writing. Over the past 

handful of years I've developed what Shirley Anne calls 

an obsession (and I call an addiction) to researching all 

things about outdoor writer, Gordon MacQuarrie, and 

The Old Duck Hunter Association series. I've taken this 

to the point that I have edited a couple of books of 

Mac's columns from The Milwaukee Journal, 1936-

1956. (Shameless plug: they are available from the 

Barnes Area Historical Association (BAHA). If you do an 

internet search you'll find them. BAHA gets the money, 

not me.) 

 But enough about me. What I really want to 

write about is the superb FOC board we have, whom I 

get the privilege of trying to stay in front of and lead. I 

will tell you, this gang has an energy and passion for 

Crex that is rare for a volunteer citizen board. I am 

writing this just a few weeks after this group, on their 

own volition, decided that a few hours of board 

meeting was not nearly enough to express all their ide-

as. So we decided to hold a two-day retreat. The ideas, 

and the ownership for follow-up, flowed all through 

the session. You'll be reading some of those thoughts 

elsewhere in this newsletter, and you'll be seeing them 

in your visits to our properties. While we came up with 

lots of ideas, we know that you also may have 

thoughts- please readily share them with Crex staff or 

a board member. 

 Thank you, Dave Evenson 

 

President’s Corner 
By: Dave Evenson, FOC President 
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Grantsburg Library Reading Program 
May 13, June 10        
10:30 am-11:30 am 
Come to the Grantsburg Library on Wednesday mornings 
for a special program with Wildlife Educator, Lauren 
Finch. Kids will get to hear stories, do crafts, and partici-
pate in wildlife related activities! 

Spring Wildlife Festival & Open House 
Saturday, May 16th  
Beginning at 7:00 am 
Join us at Crex Meadows for our spring wildlife festival 
and open house! There will be tours and events through-
out the day, some that will require pre-registration. 
Please stay tuned for a full list of programs.  

Crex Meadows Tours  
May 5, 8, 19 
5:00pm– 7:00 pm 
Join us for an evening tour of Crex Meadows! We will 
search for local wildlife (including birds!) and learn a little 
bit about how wildlife is managed in the State of Wiscon-
sin. All ages welcome (but geared towards ages 16+).   

Sharp-tailed Grouse Tour 
Saturday, May 9 
5:00am 
Join us for an early morning tour to see the Sharp-tailed 
Grouse on their leks, doing their mating displays! We will 
meet at the Visitor Center and caravan to the viewing 
location. Ages 16+.   

Evening Nature Hikes 
Thursdays 
April 23, 30; May 7, 14, 21, 28; June 4, 11  
5:00pm– 6:30 pm 
Join us for a series of evening hikes on Crex Meadows, in 
search of spring and summer wildlife! Each hike will be in 
a different location on the property. We will meet at the 
Visitor Center and caravan to the hike location. All ages 
and skill levels are welcome. Recommended to bring: 
bug spray, water, appropriate clothing for the weather 
and the bugs!  

Spring Little Wildlifers 
Tuesdays 
April 21, 28; May 5, 12, 19, 26 
1:00 pm-2:00 pm 
Families are offered a chance to discover wildlife 
through stories, songs, hands-on activities, games, crafts, 
and snacks. Little Wildlifers is a free, no-registration, no-
obligation program that encourages families to get out 
and enjoy nature. Dress for the weather. Ages 2 – 8. 

To register for programs, please visit the “Programs & Events” 

page on our website! www.crexmeadows.org/programs-events   

For more information, contact: 

Lauren Finch, Natural Resources Educator  

at Lauren.finch@wisconsin.gov or 715-463-2739 

All events scheduled are tentative at this time. Please call with questions or for more information.  
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Mental Health Minute 

The Benefits of Nature for your Mental Health 
By: Sarah Busch, FOC Board Member 

 Crex Meadows and the properties of Glacial 

Lake Grantsburg are special places.  I became a mem-

ber of Friends of Crex and later the Board of Directors 

because I understood the value in such a place and all 

of what it has to offer.  People enjoy Crex for so many 

reasons.  Whether you are an avid bird watcher, a 

hunter or trapper, or a lover of the diverse plant spe-

cies found in Crex, you find joy in spending time in the 

outdoors wandering through this unique place.   

 For me, the time I can spend in the outdoors, 

the sense of peace it gives me and the connection I feel 

to the nature all around me is a way to relieve stress, 

recharge my own battery and let go of anything that 

might be bothering me.  As a therapist, I see daily how 

people hold stress and are affected by day to day life 

problems.  Without a way to release that stress, it can 

develop into longer-term mental health problems.  

Having access to nature is an effective coping skill to 

relieve stress and improve your mental health. 

 Many of you reading this know the value of be-

ing outdoors and like me, find spending time in nature 

is beneficial to you.  There is a growing body of re-

search to support that spending time outdoors im-

proves your mental and physical health.  An article 

written by Jim Robbins and shared online by Yale Uni-

versity’s School of Forestry and Environmental Studies 

in January 2020 confirms what FOC members already 

know. This article noted the growing research that 

shows the benefits of nature to one’s mental and physi-

cal health.  It cited numerous studies being conducted 

around the world that have looked at the benefits be-

ing exposed to nature have on one’s well-being.   

 Of interest is one study that found people who 

spend two or more hours per week outdoors in green 

spaces and other natural environments showed in-

creased physical and mental health and improved cog-

nitive abilities.  It noted that people need to spend at 

least two hours to really receive the benefits of nature.  

This time can be spent in one experience or spread out 

in smaller amounts throughout the week.  Another 

study showed that time spent in nature lowers a per-

son’s blood pressure, reduces anxiety, and improves 

your immune function.   It noted that a person’s atten-

tion and focus can increase and aggression is reduced 

after one spends time in nature.   

 Reading this article confirmed that the work 

done by FOC members to support Crex Meadows, Fish 

Lake and Amsterdam Sloughs is important work, not 

just for the wildlife but the humans who spend time 

there as well.  We benefit from spending time out-

doors.  So, the next time you are feeling stressed, come 

relax at Crex.  While you are there you will improve 

your mental health.   

 

To read the full article mentioned, check out this link:  

https://e360.yale.edu/features/ecopsychology-how-

immersion-in-nature-benefits-your-health  

Crex Meadows State Wildlife Area 

crexmeadowswa 
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New Technology for Teaching and Outreach Coming to the Visitor Center 
By: Jennifer Moore, FOC Board Member 

 

Is the Friends of Crex (FOC) organization in the real estate business? 
By: Kyle Anderson, DNR Property Supervisor 

 The Glacial Lake Grantsburg (GLG) Work Unit 

includes Crex Meadows, Fish Lake, and Amsterdam 

Sloughs Wildlife Areas. As the GLG Property Supervisor, 

I’ve been amazed at the generosity and selflessness of 

FOC members and volunteers. People invest their time, 

money, and effort in causes they believe in, and this is 

evident by the actions of FOC members. Thank you, 

FOC, for supporting Glacial Lake Grantsburg Work Unit! 

 One key area FOC assists GLG with is acquiring 

new property. Each wildlife area has an acquisition 

boundary. If a property owner within this boundary is 

interested in selling, and the parcel meets all the acqui-

sition requirements, state funding may be available to 

purchase the property. The acquisition process is com-

petitive and slow. In some circumstances, the parcel is 

sold to someone else before it even moves through the 

state's ranking process. That’s where the FOC Land 

Committee and longtime FOC member and volunteer, 

Jerry McNally, play a critical role. From my perspective, 

Jerry knows the area and real estate market better 

than anyone. With your generous donations and swift 

actions of the FOC Land Committee, FOC can buy par-

cels before the state can even fill out the acquisition 

application. 

 FOC's goal is to sell every parcel purchased to 

the state. To date, FOC has purchased 694 acres, and 

the state has already purchased back many of these 

parcels. Each one of these properties provides recrea-

tional opportunities for the public. This land is open for 

you, your family, and your friends to enjoy, including 

hunting, hiking, and birdwatching. Each parcel FOC sells 

to the state will be protected in perpetuity for you and 

generations to follow.   

 Thank you for your generous donations of time 

and money. We are making the most of every contribu-

tion. 

  The Friends of Crex Board of Directors recently 

voted to approve the purchase of new technology that 

will enhance and improve teaching and outreach activi-

ties at the Visitor’s Center. Board member Jennifer 

Moore interviewed Crex’s Natural Resources Educator, 

Lauren Finch, about her role at Crex and how the new 

technology will help her teach students and visitors 

alike about the wildlife area.  

  

Jennifer Moore: Why does Crex Meadow Wildlife Ar-

ea do educational programming?  

  

Lauren Finch: Although many people have a passion for 

wildlife or wildlife-related activities, they are generally 

unaware of how these resources are managed and con-

served. Since the public ultimately decides the fate of 

wildlife in our state, it is the job of the Crex Meadows 

Educational Program to provide the public with infor-

mation and experiences with wildlife and wildlife man-

agement. These experiences are designed to increase 

their knowledge, understanding, appreciation, and sup-

port of wildlife and natural resources in the state of 

Wisconsin.   

  

JM: What kind of teaching and learning activities are 

popular at Crex? 

  

LF: The Crex Meadows Education Program offers a wide 

variety of learning activities associated with wildlife 

and wildlife management. We offer lessons on topics 

such as wildlife ID, conservation, habitat management, 

hunting & trapping, outdoor recreation, and more. The 

most popular of these topics are usually wildlife ID, or 

species specific information (Sandhill Cranes!).  
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JM: Who is able to participate in the education pro-

gramming you offer at Crex?  

 

LF: Crex Meadows provides programming for all ages 

levels from early childhood to senior citizen. Throughout 

the year, our largest numbers come in within the 1st-5th 

grade age range and also adults between the ages of 50 

and 70.  

 

School groups are mostly from Wisconsin, but we do get 

at least one Minnesota group each year. We regularly 

host students from Grantsburg, Luck, Northwoods 

Schools; Frederic, Shell Lake, Rush City, Minn, and more. 

  

JM: Tell me a little about the new technology that’s 

being purchased. 

  

LF: This is the first major improvement since Crex Mead-

ows Wildlife Education & Visitor Center opened its doors 

in October of 2002. With the Friends of Crex Board’s ap-

proval of about $25,000, we will be able to make some 

significant changes to the equipment in our auditorium. 

We are getting a new projection screen and interactive 

white board combination installed in the auditorium, 

complete with a new projector and control podium.  

  

JM: What will the new technology allow you to do as 

an educator? 

  

LF: This system will give visitors a much better audiovis-

ual experience than they have ever had here. I’ll be able 

to provide students with a more hands on, interactive 

experience during lessons -- both with one another and 

with the information on the screen. Members will have 

the benefit of seeing any new promotional videos on a 

screen that will truly show the beauty of the property 

they help to support. During slow seasons, we plan to 

run promotional videos of the property which will hope-

fully spark interest enough to get them back to Crex 

Meadows during Spring and Fall when the majority of 

people visit Crex. 

  

We also designed the new system to help our weekend 

volunteers. The new system will be much more user 

friendly than the current system. FOC and DNR meetings 

will also run more smoothly and effectively, providing 

the opportunity for staff to make changes to documents 

and maps right there in the meeting room.  

   

JM: Can you talk about something you teach that will 

be improved with the new technology? 

 

LF: One of the most popular lesson plans that we have is 

the one I teach on Wetlands. Students learn about all 

things related to wetland habitats, including what wet-

lands do for us as humans, how different wildlife species 

live together in a wetland ecosystem, identification of 

different wildlife in Wisconsin wetlands, and more. Us-

ing the new technology, students I will help students put 

together a wetland food web up on the board. They 

would have the opportunity to see their work on a larg-

er screen and interact with what they create. They’ll be 

able to do fun things like drag the different plants and 

animals to their correct place within the food web/ food 

chain.. We would also be able to show the students vid-

eo or picture footage of the different types of wetland 

systems in action (pond, lake, marsh, bog, etc.). 
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 The buzz in the Crex Visitor Center at 4:31 on 

Friday Feb 21 was noticeable as the 2020 Wild Game 

Feed commenced.  This is an annual event where any-

one is welcome to bring a “wild-ish” food to share and 

compete for the Best Dish award.  For the purposes of 

this event, “wild-ish” can be anything harvested in the 

wild (wild game, blueberries, wild rice) or in the garden.  

Some really look forward to this event every year.  Tim 

Spielman is one such soul – he was in attendance a few 

hours after completing a medical procedure that re-

quired fasting and chose the game feed as the way to 

end the fast! 

 This event is an easy way for someone ponder-

ing the potential of eating wild game to try proven reci-

pes and see for themselves.  With the growing “Hunt 

for Food” movement and the thought of eating wild, 

“clean” meat appealing to more people, this game feed 

can help encourage and retain folks who value wild 

places like Crex where such goods can be harvested.  In 

my case, after trying corned venison at this year’s 

event, I will hunt harder for a deer next year just so I 

can try corning a shoulder; it is that tasty. 

 Among the dishes featured at this year’s event 

were “Road-Kill Reubens”, “Woodcock & Brown Rice 

Hotdish”, “Pheasant Enchilada Casserole”, “Goat Gum-

bo”, “Spiced Sweet Potato Tom Tom (turkey)”, “Maple 

Glazed Pheasant Meatballs” and “BBQ Wild Turkey & 

Pheasant”, along with desserts and snacks. 

 Most dishes were ready by 5:15 and the eating 

began.  After ample time was spent sampling the dishes 

(more than once, is many cases) and socializing, a toast 

was made to the recently-deceased Jim Evrard.  Jim was 

one of the biggest Friends of Crex and always enjoyed 

planning his dish for the Game feed.  He won the Best 

Dish award within the last few years and would have 

been proud that we were enjoying a beverage in his 

honor while feasting on nature’s bounty.    

 Ballots were passed and attendees voted for 

“Most Unusual” and “Best Tasting” dish.  For the first 

time since there were two categories, the same dish 

won both!  Jake Hart’s “Road Kill Reubens” (made with 

corned venison) were the favorite and he’ll have his 

name engraved on the plaque as the 2020 Best Dish 

winner. 

 Start thinking about a recipe you could bring 

next year and join the fun.  Watch for info in this news-

letter or in an e-mail from Friends of Crex, it is usually 

held in February. 

Wild Game Feed 

By: Mike Cole, FOC Vice President 
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Review of FOC Board Retreat 

By: Paul Stoll, FOC Board Member 

 In November of 2019 at our quarterly board 

meeting, the members of the board agreed unani-

mously that we needed to get together on a more in-

tensive and longer period of time to set a course for 

FOC to move forward.  There were things on our mis-

sion statement that were no longer relative because 

they had been accomplished.  We were spending 

money on good projects but wanted them to be more 

focused.  Membership and contributions were not 

growing, or not growing at the rate we would like to 

see.  We were hearing that members felt out of the 

loop as to what was going on.  We agreed to extend 

our February meeting from one evening to one even-

ing plus a day retreat to address longer term wants 

and needs.  

 We would take the time between 11/14/19 

and 2/6/20 to look for other ideas and to develop a 

strategy to move forward.  Our meeting on 2/6 and 

2/7 accomplished both a business meeting (normal 

board meeting) and to look forward at updating our 

mission and vision.  This report is an attempt to in-

form you about what transpired and how we see the 

future.   

 The following topics were discussed: 

1)  Goals and measures for any new ideas.  This is a 

great idea, and was incorporated into everything we 

did the rest of the meeting. 

2)  One source for Board information.  Available to all.  

This is a significant project but important to help keep 

folks informed and keep this board, and future 

boards, on track.  We will begin sorting and streamlin-

ing all the data we have on 3/7.  The goals are to have 

one hard copy of “everything” in the center and ulti-

mately to have that information online. 

3) A new vision for the store.  The store has been a 

significant effort by one person since the idea came 

about.  Shirley Evrard did an amazing job for 20 years, 

and witnessed this task grow and grow.  It is more 

than a one-person job and needs direction.  Shirley 

has retired and a 4 person team will replace her.  The 

team will be made up of the Natural Resources Educa-

tor, the Visitor Services Associate, the Office Associ-

ate, the DNR manager, and a board member.  The ac-

tions taken will be driven by the theme:  Enhance the 

Image of Crex Meadows.  And, do that in the confines 

of the store. 

4)  Mission, Vision statements and project updates:  

We made updates to the Mission Statement.  First we 

added the words “and outreach” after “wildlife man-

agement and wildlife education”.  Second we changed 

the phrase that ends the Mission Statement from 

“Crex Meadows Complex” to “Crex Meadows, Fish 

Lake and Amsterdam Sloughs wildlife areas” for a 

more accurate and easy to understand description.   

We also updated the Current and Ongoing Projects 

section.  We dropped the first, second, fifth, and both 

of the “Near Future” projects.  All were dropped be-

cause they have been accomplished.  (Mess Hall fund-

ing is established and Bids are out)  We added:  En-

hance the experience at the Wildlife Center. 

5) Communications:  Much time was spent and will 

continue to be spent on our communications.  From 

frequency to methods, we need an update.  We will 

start with an additional copy of this newsletter each 

year.  And we will immediately work on our physical 

exposure.  By this we mean how we optimize the 

traffic on Highway 70.  This might include Bill Boards 

and updates to the current processes of getting folks 

to us.  Another important communication tool will be 

to enhance our social media presence.   

Communications is a BIG topic and an important one 

when it comes to adding members and improving and 

increasing our ability to support the DNR.  This topic 

will be top of mind for a long while and we do encour-

age input from all of you. 

6)  Education:  As an important part of growth in our 

FOC community continuing to build on ideas and ac-

tivities that are currently presented, we know that ed-

ucation is critical.  In the next few months you will see 

some great enhancements to our audio/visual activi-

ties.  More to come on how we would like to upgrade 

and how we will fund those ideas. 

7)  Finally, Finances.  The good news is that despite 

significant land acquisitions, upgrades to equipment 
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 If you’ve been in Northwest Wisconsin over the 
last few years, you’ve likely heard about or seen effects 
of elevated water levels in surrounding lakes, marshes, 
and rivers. 

 According to the Western Regional Climate Cen-
ter, the average annual precipitation in Grantsburg, WI 
is 32.9 inches.  

 In 6 years, that would equate to an average of 
197.4 inches of precipitation. According to, from West-
ern Regional Climate Center 2014-2019 Grantsburg has 
received 231.5 inches of precipitation. That amount is 
34.1 inches above average for that period! 

 At Glacial Lake Grantsburg Work Unit (Crex 
Meadows, Fish Lake & Amsterdam Sloughs Wildlife Are-
as) we manage 56 flowages, 28 miles of dikes, and 
check and monitor 53 flowage structures. This area 
equates to a large amount of water being held behind 
impoundments. As wildlife enthusiasts, we recognize 
countless benefits for us and the wildlife that use these 
wetlands. But what if there is an impact of these wet-
lands that we don’t see? Is this result good or bad? A 
question that has come up many times over the years 
is: do the flowages have an impact on the surrounding 
groundwater? If so, how far out from the wetlands is 
the land affected? In the 1980s, when Paul Kookier was 
the Property Supervisor, the WI DNR hired the U.S. Geo-

logical Survey (USGS) to conduct a groundwater study 
on that topic.  

 The data gathered is published in a report that 
can be found at https://pubs.usgs.gov/wri/1989/4129/
report.pdf.   

 Many of the same questions and concerns from 
the 1980s have been asked again in the last few years. 
The 1980’s study focused on a large area of Crex Mead-
ows and surrounding properties but left out Crex-west 
and private lands between the western side and the St. 
Croix River. Due to questions and concerns from resi-
dents in West Marshland township, the WI DNR has 
again contracted with the USGS to conduct a similar 
groundwater study along the western side of Crex ex-
tending approximately 2 miles west of County Road F. 
Staff at Crex, under the direction of the USGS, have ma-
nipulated water levels at Dike 6 and Erickson Flowages, 
while USGS monitored groundwater levels in 12 wells 
on public and private land in that area. The study will 
continue until mid-summer 2020. The USGS will compile 
the data from this study and publish a report. We’ve 
asked the USGS to give a public presentation with their 
findings before the end of the calendar year 2020. 

 If you have further questions, please don’t hesi-
tate to call or stop by my office. 

Water: how much is too much?  
By: Kyle Anderson, DNR Property Supervisor 

and process, funding for employees we have main-

tained our financial position for several years.  The bad 

news is that this is a result of the bull market we have 

been experiencing.  Glad for all of us that is happening 

but not a solid foundation for a not for profit to count 

on.  Indeed we have seen a drop in contributions.  We 

take this seriously.  We will be working on a new and 

exciting fund raising plan that will help us enhance our 

membership, education, and continue to fund existing 

projects.   

8)  We also briefly touched on other topics like volun-

teer opportunities, interactive displays, ways beside 

communication to grow our membership, events, 

youth and so on.  All good ideas but we ran out of time.  

We have a full agenda for the near and long term fu-

ture.  The DNR has great plans for Crex Meadows, Fish 

Lake, and Amsterdam Sloughs, and we invite you to 

begin thinking about how you might help out on the 

land, in the Center, or with ideas.  

 Our next meeting is 5/15 at 4:30 and is open to 

the public.  I assure you, having spent 12 hours with my 

fellow board members reminds me how much we care 

about this fabulous resource we get to be involved 

with, and care about all of you who are members.  My 

contact information is paulstoll@charter.net.  I’d love 

to hear your ideas to bring to the board. 

Continued from page 8.. 

mailto:paulstoll@charter.net
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Volunteer Needs 

The Friends of Crex are in need of more dedicated volunteers! There are currently two  

“projects” that we are seeking help with: 

1. Managing the educational prairie  in front of the Crex Meadows Wildlife Education & Visitor Center 

• Identify and mark native plants in the prairie 

• Attempt to keep invasive species out of the area 

 

2.   Staffing the font desk on weekends and when needed during the week 

• Work a 10:00 am– 4:00 pm shift on a Saturday or a Sunday 

• Run the cash register for Bog Shoe Gift Shop purchases 

• Give out wildlife viewing and property information to visitors 

• Make sure brochure racks are full  

• Keep the Visitor Center presentable throughout the day 

 My name is Emily Kowalke, and my first day of 

working at Crex was Tuesday, September 3rd, 2019. I 

am currently a LTE wildlife technician and visitor ser-

vices associate at Crex. I grew up in St. Cloud, Minneso-

ta. My dad inspired my interest in the outdoors by tak-

ing me fishing, canoeing, and hiking often when I was 

younger. I also had a love for animals as a kid. I always 

enjoyed seeing wildlife out on hikes, and I loved learn-

ing about them just as much. I would often be found 

watching a documentary on wildlife, on TV, instead of 

cartoons. I decided to combine these interests and went 

to college to study Wildlife Biology. I graduated from 

Bemidji State University in December of 2018. I had a 

variety of summer field jobs throughout college: a con-

servation and field inventory intern at the Chippewa 

National Forest, a rangeland/grazing technician in the 

Bighorn Mountains of Wyoming, and a Northern Idaho 

Ground Squirrel technician in Idaho. I am excited to be 

able to continue to use and grow my skills and 

knowledge of wildlife at Crex. I loved helping teach les-

sons given to the school groups that visited the visitor’s 

center this past fall. The kids were fun and excited to 

learn about wildlife! I also enjoyed seeing a group of 5 

otters out on the property. They were amusing to watch 

and, as always, curious! I am sure I looked awfully inter-

esting to them standing in their swamp covered in mud. 

I am looking forward to the coming seasons I will be 

spending at Crex. Thank you for taking the time to read 

a little about me, and I hope to hear about you!  

New Staff Member at Crex! 
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 Summer flowage water levels have been elevat-

ed since 2014 due to historic precipitation over the 

past years. This has also resulted in the water table 

continuing to remain high on all GLG properties in 

2019. 

 All pothole wetlands maintained water levels 

over the course of the year and were full going into 

winter. Rice production on all flowages saw some im-

provement and there was a noticeable improvement 

on Phantom Flowage after a successful 2018 draw-

down. The winter drawdown of Black Brook Flowage 

on Amsterdam Sloughs Wildlife Area was a success! 

Lily pad density was reduced by 75%, and the wild rice 

spread in the southeast portion of the flowage. The 

flowage will be held 1-2 feet below design height in 

attempt to invigorate rice growth. Wild Rice was re-

seeded in 2016-17, and if there is wild rice available for 

seeding this fall a final seeding attempt will be made to 

re-establish a dense harvestable bed of wild rice.  

    A partial drawdown of North Nork Flowage is 

planned to facilitate dike maintenance work and pro-

mote wetland health. Wild rice on North Fork has been 

wide spread, but the density has been low in most are-

as for the last 4 years. Some of this may have been 

caused by June and July storm events uprooting and 

destroying young plants. The plan for 2020 will be to 

hold the flowage at a lower level to optimize wild rice 

growth. 

 We will be drawing Grettum Flowage down to 

inspect the structure on the western side. This will be a 

complete drawdown of the flowage starting in May. 

 Astrup Flowage will also be drawn down to help 

de-water the Grettum inspection site. Astrup will need 

to be drawn down to allow the outflow of the Grettum 

tubes to be de-watered. There is not much elevation 

drop between the structure repair work area and the 

Astrup flowage water level. While the flowage is down 

we will mow the emergency spillway and clean out any 

encroaching cattails.  

 Assembly Flowage on Fish Lake wildlife area is 

also scheduled for a drawdown for wetland health. 

This drawdown will be the season long type with mud-

flats exposed mid-May through mid-September for 

shorebird migrations, waterfowl use, to expose a di-

verse seedbed to germination temperatures, and sup-

ply a renewed habitat for wetland wildlife. Annual 

plants such as smartweeds will green the mudflats, 

while bidens and short-lived perennials are expected 

to germinate later when temperatures warm. 

  We will begin the drawdown towards the end 

of April if the ice is off and once the turtles and other 

hibernating wildlife are active. The goal will be good 

shorebird habitat by mid-May to coincide with migra-

tion north. Waterfowl, especially Blue-winged Teal and 

Mallards are expected to use the shallow areas for 

feeding, resting, and brood rearing. Another benefit to 

this slow drawdown will be the continual opportunities 

for wading birds, such as Great Blue Heron and Ameri-

can Bittern, to utilize concentrated forage in the chang-

ing shallows. Then as these later mudflats appear, in-

vertebrates will be available for shorebirds foraging 

and stopping over during the slower southward migra-

tion. 

  

Glacial Lake Grantsburg Flowage Report 
By: Drew Hawley, DNR Wildlife Technician 

Mission of the Friends of Crex: 

To support and assist the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources with wildlife 

management and wildlife conservation education and outreach at the Crex Meadows, 

Fish Lake, and Amsterdam Sloughs Wildlife Areas.  
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Thank you! Donations and Memberships 
August 29, 2019-March 15, 2020 

General Fund 

$10-$99 

Harter, Darlene- memorial Jim 

Evrard 

Kritzer, Herb 

Nelson, Gary & Tammy—

memorial Jim Evrard 

Bergquist, Jon  memorial Jim 

Evrard 

Hoefler, Jim & Barb  memorial 

Dale Bohlke 

$100-$499 

Rucker, JoAnn-gifted Sue Ruck-

er 

Legge, Gordon & Wendy 

Victrex 

Brickfield Brewing 

Bergquist, Jon 

Klein, David & Ingrid—

memorial Dale Bohlke 

Spector, Matthew & Vincent, 

Lisa 

Helgeson, Stefan 

Dixen, David 

March, James—memorial Jim 

Evrard 

Johnston, Sherwood & Ur-

brock, Laurita 

Endowment 

$10-$99 

Brooks, Jeff & Virginia 

Hasegawa, Duane & Heide-

man, Barb 

Burlison, Diana 

Martin, Mark & Sue Foote-

Martin memorial J. Evrard 

Crossley, Alan   memorial for 

Jim Evrard 

$100-$499 

Leck, Lucia-brick gift Meg 

Whiston 

$1000-$4999 

Malmquist, Max 

Levin, Ross & Bridget 

Mess Hall 

$10-$99 

Anderson, Don -Memorial for 

Jim Evrard 

Kruck, Richard 

$100-$499 

Evrard, Lori & Schneeberger, 

B.-memorial Jim Evrard 

Evrard, Shirley- memorial Jim 

Evrard 

Isaacson, Sue 

Manzara, Tony 

$500-$999 

Adams, Alberta 

$1000-$4999 

Nelson, Cathy 

Nelson, Cathy  memorial Jim 

Evrard 

$5000-$9999 

Robinson, Kathryn 

Land Fund 

$10-$99 

Brooks, Jeff & Virginia 

Haug, Richard 

Willet, Michael & Martha 

Burlison, Diana 

Pazlar, Heidi & FM 

$100-$499 

Janke, Michael 

Ryan, Erin-in honor of grandfa-

ther, James Ryan 

Schoenberger, R. 

Stoll, Paul 

Olsen, Scott & Judith 

$500-$999 

Harrington, Daniel 

$1000-$4999 

Ahlgren, Janet 

Corn, Stewart 

Prichard, Michael 

Prokosch, Michael & Karen 

Gilliland, Gail 

$5000-$9999 

Arthur, Mary Kay 

$ 10,000+ 

Malmquist, Max 

 

New Members 

Ambos, Heather 

Choronzy, Keith & Jennifer 

Fox, Lori 

Grigor, Lynne 

Hasegawa, Duane & Heide-

man, Barb 

Heenan, Tom & Mary 

Hischer, DeWaine & Joyce 

Hinrichs, Ben & Spiegel, Lorie  

Landseidel, Scott 

Mundy, Bruce 

Steensland, John 

Martin, Mark & Foote-Martin, 

Sue 

Pazlar, Heidi & FM 

 

Life Members 

Parke, Robert & Barbara 

Steensland, John (Chip) 

 

Memorials for Jim Evrard 

to Friends of Crex 

Evrard, Tom & Barb 

Smith, Mike & Fox, Julie 

Segelstrom, Doug & Sue 

Clark, George & Harter, Kelli 

Evrard, Roger & Bernadette 

Mosley, Earl & Annette 

Friends of Crex 

102 E Crex Ave 

Grantsburg, WI 54840 


